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BOGS - N - FROGS

® Predicting school success
® Getting kids ready

® Transition
= What is it and why is it so important?
= Transition Teams
®Ready Freddy
= Why the frog
= Kindergarten Clubs

®0Oh, Hoppy Day

= Activities to promote healthy Kindergarten
Transitions

®Why DO Parents Get Involved?




Building fer a Future

X



PREDICTING SCHOOL
SUCCESS

®What ‘factors’ of a child’s early life would
predict how well they do in Kindergarten?



Differences in Opportunities

AGE APPROPRIATE BOOKS IN HOME

200 A

150 -

100 +

Middle Income




Get Ready Freddy!
Tips to help kids SWING into school!

Helping parents find their role






—= Talk, talk,
y talk!

Do things
alone!

think, and
solve!



Talk, talk, talk!

* The more words a child knows at 3, the
better his reading is later

» 3-year-olds whose parents went to college
know more than twice as many words as
other kids

* By the time they are 4, low-income kids
have heard about 20 million words less
than high-income kids



How do you help kids
learn more words?

Talk, talk, talk!



Let’s see if it works

1) Break up into pairs

2) Choose 1 person to be
the “kid” and one to be the
“adult”

3) “Adults” come see me for
secret information

4) “Kids” play with the
blocks---pretend to be a kid!




Tips to remember!

Helping kids’ vocabulary

e Label and describe
everything!

« Have conversations! Talk
with children not to them.
ARE YOU

 Talk to yourself!
« Add words and ideas to Bt

children’s talk
» Don'’t drill—inquire! @




How else do you help
kids learn more words?

Read, read, read!



Why read aloud?

Number of Rare Words

80 -

1
0- . — .

Newspaper Children's Book  Adult talking to 3-
year old




Tips to remember!

Helping kids’ learn words from books

Don’t interrupt story too much
Point to pictures

Change your voice

Use your face

Quickly give the definition,
another word that means the
same thing, or an example

Read the same book over and
over and over again

ARE YOU
READY
FREDDY?



Do things alone!

* The strange thing about independence:
Children do not learn to be independent
without help

* Children who have the most responsive
parents at 2 years old, have the highest
achievement scores in elementary school

* “Responsive” means to recognize needs
and support learning with help



Zone of Proximal Development

-

Zone of proximal development

...the gap between what a child
can do alone and what the child
can do when helped by
someone else




Too much help or too little help
does NOT lead to learning!

=~

ZPD

N
q ZPD




Hands off!
Talk them through It.

1) Break up into pairs

2) Choose 1 person to be the “kid”
who is going to draw and one to be
the “adult” who is going to help

3) “Adults” help children draw the
secret picture by using only your
words.

-DON’T show or tell what the
picture is

-DON’T touch their pencil
-You CAN point if you need to




Tips to remember!

Helping kids’ do things alone

* Do it with kids, NOT for kids

* Break it into easier jobs for them, talk
them through one part at a time

* You can help by doing the same
thing next to kids while talking about
how you are doing it

* Remind kids of how it is like
something else they already know

how to do
. ARE YOU
- Give them the tools they need to be (  Reaby
able to do things alone

« Remember “Help me” often means “I
want to learn how to do it better.” —
Don’t dismiss it!




What about copying?




Write:
B WL

You just wrote “spot”. Now use
what you learned to write “top”.

2% 4)



Tips to remember!

Helping kids’ notice, think, and solve

* Focus on HOW to find
answers, NOT the answers

 Let them see you thinking
* Model curiosity

* Avoid yes/no questions Ane xo0
* Give children time to answe\ rreopy:

(about 3 seconds) @







Views on Transition

Contrasting Views of the Transition Process

Preschool Kindergarten

Ne%w‘_'l‘unﬂy - .;: | p.mﬂy

- National Center for Early Development and Learning



Impact of Transition

Who what

All / 1. Changein place
Kindergarteners | 2. New expectations & student role

2 Al smdtlom ow dom amomiss amm e e

Who What
All 1. Changein place
Kindergarteners | 2. New expectations & student role
3. Adjusting to new peer group
4. New relationships with adults and authority figures
Well Transitioned | 1. Increased self-confidence and motivation
and Supported 2. Improved relations with other children
Kindergarteners | 3. Openness to new experiences
4. Early school success
| Communipy | “"MAren and fami g
’\ i 4"?' ’::;i:;;sez dnf':;":;!er:t Ze;sc;%e::;nfesa?fgrt;egic'es faster
~—— of students Completing scf?ool




Impact of Transition

Who what

All / 1. Changein place
' Kindergarteners | 2. New expectations & student role
/ 3. Adjusting to new peer group
4. New relationships with adults and authority figures

Well Transitioned | 1. Increased seﬁc;nfidenézénd rﬁoﬁ;a-tion- -
j a:nd Supported | 2. Improved relations with other children
Kindergarteners | 3. Openness to new experiences

| 4. Early school success

Well Transitioned | 1. Increased confidence that their child will succeed

and Supported 2. A sense that teachers understand their child’s needs
Parents 3. Asense of pride and commitment in on-going involvement
4. Confidence in their influence on the education system




Impact of Transition

Who what

All 1. Changein place
Kindergarteners | 2. New expectations & student role
3. Adjusting to new peer group
| 4. New relationships with adults and authority figures

Well Transitioned | 1. Increased knowledge of the children and ability to meet
and Supported their individual needs

Teacher/School | 2. Increased parental and community support

3. More resources and larger network of support

4. Awareness of early childhood and family support
services available in the community

5. Professionalismand pride in their efforts to reach out
to young children and their families

Well Transitioned | 1. Healthier children and families

and Supported 2. Children and families receiving support services faster
Community 3. Increased amount of children ready for school

4. Increased number of students completing school

e ———



Path to School Success

A

[ Enrollment

e Qutreach

Quality Kindergarten
Transition

¢Child to School
*Child to Child
eParent to School
eParent to Child
eParent to Parent
*School to School
*School to Community

Successful Start

e 1t Day Attendance

e Teacher-family
partnership

A

Success in
School

e Engaged Parents
e Ongoing
attendance

Academic Succes




Enrolilment: Did you know?

e Every year, Pittsburgh Public Schools struggles to
ensure Kindergarten students are enrolled and
attend the first day of school.

Lowest PPS Schools (9 of 33) <30%
District Average 49 %

Intervention Schools 65 %



PROBLEM STATEMENTS

@ Nationally

® Locally




SUCCESSFUL START: DID YOU
KNOW?

®Being present the first day seems to matter

= Children who were PRESENT on the first day of
Kindergarten missed an average of 9 days of
Kindergarten

= Children who were ABSENT on the first day of
Kindergarten missed an average of 18 days of

Kindergarten
= Northview ALA 2009-2010




SUCCESS IN SCHOOL: DID
YOU KNOW?

@®Nationa
1st grac

ly every year, one in 10 kindergarten and
e students misses a month of school with

exXcused

® Of those chronically absent in Kindergarten, only

17% are

®Even when teachers take the roll daily, the data
they collect is not typically analyzed to reveal

chronic

and unexcused absences.

reading at grade level in the 3 grade.

absence patterns.

o www.attendanceworks.org



Use it or Lose it

400 -

380 A

360 A

Proficient 350 o

340 -
320 A
300 -

280 A

i No attendance risk I Small attendance risk Moderate attendance |High attendance risk
risk (chronically absent)

260

Third Grade ELA Test Scores, by K/1** Combined Attendance and Readiness
Levels

388

369

361

s High on Kinder
Academics skills

330
s Low on Kinder

325 Academics skills

2R

299 307

* Applied Survey Research (2010)



Success in School:
Measuring attendance

School Student Daily Attendance Chronic Absence (K)
90.6 % 40 % (14 of 35)
92.1% ?

5 Targeted Schools

91.5% ?
89.5 % ?
91.7 % ?

District 92.6 % ?

*2008-2009 School Year



Chronic Absence and PPS

Year Chronic Absence

(Kindergarten)

2008-2009
2009-2010 @




One K class... the challenges in first 2 months (2011)

Missing on 1°t
Day of School Chronically

50% Absent

50%
Have an
|IEP
40%




WHY A FROG???

ARE YOU
READY
FREDDY?




I?eady Freddy
| Kinderga

A Parent-Child Kindergarten Transition Curriculum

MESSAGE IS STRONGER...

.
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ready Freddy Goes to School
Written by Ken Smythe-Leistico Ilustrated by Katie Fustich
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PARENT VOICE




SPREAD THE WORD THROUGH PRINT

oDisplayed giant banner
announcing the week

o Developed posters and
flyers that were displayed
. . | Reptember 157 If yoy sajd, SUSE
in businesses and . it time to enrall

. o 19 May 22
community agencies May L0 o o

May 20 - until 7:00 PV

o Had flyers put on every
pizza box delivered by
one local pizza shop




AND PREPARED FOR WELCOME

o New Welcome Signs

o Frog “footprints™
directing to the

office




In 2007,

ist day
of school

In 2008,
before

Special
Enrollment
Week

After

Special
Enrollment
Week

School-Community-Parent Partnership Helped Increase
School Enrollment at Northview ALA

T "
.ﬁp.g‘ﬁ ﬂ ﬂ .fp QF 2 5 A) of kindergarteners enrolled on the first day of school

@@?a
..: " j | 1 6 A)enrolled

In April and May 2008, Northview Transition Team jointly planned and

completed outreach to raise awareness about kindergarten and Pre-K enrollment.

FRAFPARARAARARAR AR AR RARAAA
b T T T T B I T B B T B B B T T B O T T T T

= 1 OO(yO of kindergarteners enrolled on the first day of school

0 25 50 75 100




WHAT IS K-CLUB

0' !" B0 o 6 Sessi

LAY 5 i ions (x2 hours)
« Parent & Child

e Parent role

e Build supports

e Child group experience

o Literacy

Homework

o Relationship development
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. 1 2 3 4 5 6
Session
Theme/Concept Get Ready Freddy SettlngG&oglcshlevmg Er?:r::insghﬁ‘) Rs\a;:iit'ir:%& Numbers Freddy's Ready
Ready Freddy Book >
. Importance of
Introduction Importance of Working together to g ; More than .
(15 Minutes) Transition accomplish goals soelo sg:/otlonal More than ABCs counting You're off!
Each child is unique, Importance of Oral Thinking about
parent knows best Language learning
F:O?c:ﬁ\r;ltt)(/:??:lod My Self-Portrait Pl @l 2l [Heel Partner Art Little Story Tellers | Number Card "My School”
; y Cooking Activity y Junk Sculptures
Minutes) Games
Parent Icebreaker Parent Icebreaker Parent Icebreaker | Parent Icebreaker | Parent Icebreaker Goal Setting
Parent Activity * ABC's of mv child * School Readiness *My School Letter Guessing I’'m Thinking of a Questions &
(30 Minutes) sotmyc Checklist Success Supports Game Number Game Answers
* Family Ready . . . ! Math is All Around
Checklist Sharing and Caring Writing Tips Us
"Freddy" Frog Toss Frog Chant Who made the frog "Freddy" Frog Who made the Frog Chant

Child Activity
(30 Minutes)

with names

Frog Colors Guessing
Game

Five Little Frogs

Wide Mouth Frog

Where's my lilly pad?

Lilly pad Hop

Frog Colors Guessing
Game

Five green and
speckled frogs

jump off of the lily
pad?

Frog Chant

Frisky Frogs
Lily Pad Hop

Five green and
speckled frogs

Toss with letters

Wide Mouth Frog
Five Little Frogs

How do you spell
"frog"?

Original Song: "A
Frog Song"

frog jump off of the
lilly pad?
Frisky Frogs
Where's my lilly
pad?
Five green and
speckled frogs

How many frogs?

Five green and
speckled frogs

How do you spell

"hop", "pad", and
"oug"?

Wide Mouth Frog
Original Song:

"Freddy Goes to
School"

Miss Mingo and

Ready Readers Finklehopper Frog by | A Frog Thing by Eric It’s Mine! by Leo Tuesday by David | Frog in the Bog by | The First Day of
Read (15 Minutes) Irene Livingston Drachman Lionni Weisner Karma School by Jamie
Harper
.. What kind of frog are . : Number-Board School Scavenger
Take Home Activity you? Look at all | can do! Playground Trip Imagine! RIS Hunt




Session

Theme/Concept

Introduction
(15 Minutes)

Parent-Child
Activity (30
Minutes)

Parent Activity
(30 Minutes)

Child Activity
(30 Minutes)

Read (15 Minutes)

Ready Readers

Take Home Activity

. PR FE. N |
celeuloen op 210 Grlanes
. Introducticrxl\é‘\J 2 ’

* Explai ]
plain the focus of the S€sslon to parents and children

* Parent-Child Activity

E.nc.o-urage quality parent-child Interactions and mode]
activities that promote school readiness

* Parent Activity

. P.rovide parents with the information they need to support
children’s transition to kindergarten. lay the foundation for
continued involvement, and academic success

* Child Activity

* Expose children to the kinds of experiences and
expectations they’ll encounter in kindergarten

« Read Aloud

« Demonstrate how to promote children’s love for books,
content knowledge and vocabulary through stories

« Take Home Activity

« Encourage parents to
discussed at home

continue and practice what was




| . R | I
Cu teren 2t 21 Crlainee
Session \I\—I\A\—I 5 6

Theme/Concept

Introduction
(15 Minutes)

Questions and comments that can help

Parent-Child

Actviy (30 prompt parents’ and children’s thinking
Parent Activity
(30 Minutes) . )
Skills, attitudes, and knowledge that the
activity helps to strengthen
Child Activity

(30 Minutes)

Materials to gather and the basic procedure
for the activity

Ready Readers
Read (15 Minutes)

— _______N




WHAT IS K-ROUNDUP

g Your B@@@@ﬂ@ﬂm@
tor Kinderdarten?
8- o Single Event (3 options)
e 1-1.5 Hours |
o Highlighting kindergarteif
book

Family activities

By Audrey Vernick - mustrated by Daniel Jennewein
[

Intro to homework >
QOONTDOW/[/ Includes recruitment —
g@&&ﬁ/b\ materials and thank you

4

= llustrated by ASHLEY WOLFF

Ny notes
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Activities to
promote healthy
Kindergarten

Transitions



COMMON TRANSITION ACTIVITIES

oLetter from teacher
oTour of school

oMeet the teacher
oMeet the principal
oTour classroom
oKindergarten breakfast
oSummer Program




LESS COMMON TRANSITION ACTIVITIES

oLetter from child to teacher

oTeacher home visits

o Community outreach (round up days)

olnvite ECE parents to PTO

o“All about me” books

oNewspaper listings of new K kids

o Community-wide Health-Screening/
Service Fair

oStudent-to-student events




OTHER CREATIVE IDEAS

oPen pals with Kindergarten class

oTransition folders on each child
ogiven to Kindergarten staff

oParent Support/Transition Groups

oCreate story/book about new school
that parents can read with children

oTransition/Kindergarten book club

oDramatic play activities/art projects ‘
to allow kids to explore feelings




Why Do Parents Become Involved?
Research Findings and Implications

\/

(@57
Hoover-Dempsey et al.

The Elementary School Journal
=)
e\
B\ )\

/
N

~

o



Warm-up

=Taking o Trip

sWhat to take?¢



Parent Involvement: Why does it matter?




Parental Involvement has been linked
to / associated with:

* Indicators of student achievement

* Lower rates of retention in grade

* Lower drop-out rates

- Higher on-time high school graduation

rat,etQ 2
/~+Highér'rates of participation in advanced

__—course
il F%\:\hological processes and attributes
o U\

;



Why aren’t parents involved...

(results from a poll)

2 N e R g b b =

Don’t care

Too busy

Lazy

Hours don’t align
Transportation
Childcare

Health problems
Cost

a) Lostincome
b) Materials




Psychological processes and attributes:
Why students engage

o Attributes are:

« “I can do this work”
« Student sense of personal competence and efficacy for
learning
. \Eeyceptions of personal control over school outcomes
- . S
o “ “how to do this work”
\ Séli?sfegulatory knowledge and skills
« Attentive and adaptive school behavior
ﬁ\vant to do this work”
ngagement in schoolwork and beliefs about the

@ (\pﬁ im portance of education




Parental motivation for involvement:

* Active role construction
« Parents belief about what they are supposed to do

* Positive sense of self efficacy for helping

children learn:
-\ P?rents belief in their own ability

- N, A
- BQe‘ption of invitation for involvement:

/\ . f-’rém the school, principals, teachers and students

ﬁ/gﬁife Contexts

—a



Active Role

Motivation

Role
Construction

Invitation

Life Context

Sense of
Efficacy




Active Role Invitation Life Context

Role Sense of
Construction Efficacy

Motivation

| Beliefs of Societ

Close Other

1. Protest 1. Minimize 1. Apathy
2. Reject 2. Remove 2. Minimize

1. Adapt 1 Teach 1. Encourage
2. Engage 2. PerS|st 2. Advise




‘ Two Realities about Involvement:

1. Not all parents need encouragement
to become involved

2.Involvement declines throughout
hjgflié\r'xeducation

T
/
T

2 \S

/



Role Construction:

 Influenced by parent’s belief:
« about how children develop
 what parents should do to rear their children
effectively
 what parents should do at home to help
children succeed in school

\/

. Also@aped by:
/\ h ég(pectatlons of individuals and groups

important to the parent
\D pectations of pertinent social groups
gd rior personal experience with school, prior
periences with involvement, and ongoing

@ ( experiences-with-others related-to the child’s
schooling



iiler-103%

* Belief in one’s abilities to act in ways that will
produce desired outcomes

« Self efficacy is also a significant factor in
decisions about the goals one chooses to pursue
as v<e|} as effort and persistence

. Parefits ‘Eake their decisions about involvement in

/\Féﬂ )Igy\thinking about the outcomes likely to
ollow their actions




Invitations:

« Important motivator of involvement because they
suggest that participation in the child’s learning is
« Welcome
« Valuable
 Expected by the school

»Most il‘-hportant invitations.come from three

- il
soufcés;_
/

/\ 7S§:hool in general (school climate)

 Teachers
e Students




Life Context:

Is influenced by different factors:

* Family Socio-Economic Status
°Knowledge skills
~Time

o En\ergy
/“é‘\ Family Characteristics
8

\B
B



Recognizing involvement at home

End Goal = My Child Does Better
What are ways a parent can promote at home?

*Help with homework (academic)

Supportive of homework (emotional and effort)
‘Bedtime

Limijt / monitor/ explain TV

< es-

EXxercise / play

-Ta‘ik\lng | explaining

\ eChores
/@\} ooking together

/

ﬁ pﬁ-goutine | schedule
’ ead

2\

/mt consider cognitive and social development



Ken Smythe-Leistico @

@ leistico@pitt.edu

Y (412)860-8425

www.readyfreddy.org
WWW

Facebook: Ready Freddy

1.1 Twitter: @pittreadyfreddy

HOOO I, NI ONIdHHAY



